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The  Coal Scoop  

Earthquakes and the Stability of U.S. Nuclear Power Plants  
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FEATURED COMPANY 

 

GMS Mine Repair & Maintenance , with a family of 

companies including Pioneer Conveyor  and Gar-

rett Industrial Supply , provides quality products, 

services and expertise to satisfied customers and 

has done so for nearly 30 years. Headquartered in 

Oakland, MD GMS  currently employs approximate-

ly 800 people strategically located across 12 states 

with six regional offices and three regional fabrica-

tion shops allowing them to meet customer needs 

quickly and efficiently.  

 

GMS  provides the best underground contract labor 

and construction in the industry ð bar none . To meet 

a wide array of customer needs GMS  provides 

many underground services including; general outby labor, mine seal installation, Longwall moves, 

specialty concrete jobs, shotcrete/gunite jobs, belt drive installation, belt moves, power moves, roof 

and strata support, water diversion services, ventilation services, arch installation, slope development 

and mine labor.   

 

GMS  developed an MSHA approved LOW PRO FLYER 

Hard hat!!!!  

 

Current operations in three established fabrication shops 

allow GMS  to produce standard and customized products. 

These shops produce  man doors, airlock doors, drive thru 

doors, SCSR caches, ERP drag sleds, ERP trailers, tool trail-

ers, anchor pins, buggy pins, and many other mine use 

items. GMS  has a complete engineering staff, with 6 engi-

neers and 2 PEõs. 

 

SAFETY, QUALITY  and EFFICIENCY  are the key principles on which GMS  bases its work. A strong 

emphasis  on these VALUES allow GMS  to be an industry frontrunner with continual improvement and 

growth. GMS  builds its reputation on improvements!  We have our 

own drug/alcohol free program with continual random third party 

testing.  Each employee has a background check completed by a 

national company before employment.  GMS  is self sufficient by 

providing our own lights, rescuers, radios, foremen and safety em-

ployees. Each month we have companywide safety meetings, with 

ZERO ACCIDENTS  as our top priority. Placing the right people on 

the right jobs and ensuring their safety is the companyõs greatest 

strength. QUALITY  work, skilled employees and satisfied custom-

ers continue to make GMS  a strong industry leader. More information on our company may be found at 

www.gmsminerepair.com.  

 



 
Legislative Update  

Pennsylvania Lawmakers, Congressmen Rebuke EPA Policies  
EPAõs infringement on statesõ rights and its arbitrary assault on the coal min-

ing industry through unlawful application of harsh, misguided and scientifi-

cally -flawed policies is being met with firm resistance by legislators at both 

the state and federal levels.  
 
Of particular concern to lawmakers is the federal agencyõs unfettered intru-

sion into the statesõ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 

permitting processes.  
 
Since 1991, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 

had been designated the lead agency with exclusive authority for adminis-

tering the Commonwealthõs NPDES permitting program through a Memoran-

dum of Agreement (MOA) signed between EPA and the state.  
 
While this program worked effectively for 19 years, EPA abruptly informed 

DEP in September, 2010 that it was withdrawing certain provisions of the 

MOA and would be conducting its own òenhancedó water quality review of 

NPDES permit applications.  This additional permit review was not due to 

any accompanying statutory or regulatory changes but based in part on a 

flawed òinterim finaló guidance document that was illegally conceived and 

never finalized.  
 
This extended review, which required DEP to send certain NPDES permit 

applications that it had already reviewed to EPAõs Region 3 office for further 

scrutiny, combined with constantly evolving permit requirements, has re-

sulted in a significant backlog of permits.  (In the past eight months, DEP has 

sent 75 permit applications to EPAõs regional office under this new directive.  

Of these, 22 permits were eventually issued by the DEP while the remaining 

53 are in some type of regulatory limbo.)  
 
Lawmakers are now reacting to this overreach of federal authority in a num-

ber of ways:  

¶ The Pennsylvania House of Representatives overwhelmingly passed HR87, a 

harshly worded resolution calling upon EPA to stop this illegal intrusion into 

state affairs and restore the NPDES permitting process to the status quo as it 

existed under the 1991MOU.  It also urges the Commonwealth to reassert its 

rightful role as the lead agency to issue NPDES permits.  

¶ Eight members of Pennsylvaniaõs Congressional Delegation sent a jointly 
signed letter to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson asking for an accounting of 

EPAõs decision to revoke provisions of the 1991 MOU and how it intends to 

timely review the pending permit applications.  

¶ The House Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment is holding a 

two-part public hearing on what it refers to as, òEPA Mining Policies:  Assault 

on Appalachian Jobs.ó  The purpose of the hearings is to receive testimony 

from stakeholders on the, òéincreasingly heavy-handed regulatory ap-

proach in the Appalachian region.ó 

Information Provided by George Ellis, President of the Pennsylvania Coal Association 

 

Welcome New F.O.R.C.E.  

Member Companies 

and employees  

 

Brown Equipment &  

Machine  
 

Mining Equipment, Repair, Rebuild and 
Fabrication Service  

 

 

C.m.t. energy  
 

 Surface Mining and Site Reclamation 
Company 

 

 

Ocenco Incorporated  
 

Leader in Respiratory Protection Equip-
ment and Premier Manufacturer of Intrin-

sically Safe Lighting Systems. 

 

 

KAJON MATERIALS INC.  
 

Sourcing and Sales of Metallurgical and 
Steam Coal. 

 

 

M.S.M. Coal Co.  
 

Bituminous Surface Mining Operation 

 

 

MACCABEE INDUSTRIAL  
 

Steel Fabricator and Erector 

 

Unionvale Coal Co.  
 

Coal Mining, Marketing and Sales 
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Earthquakes and the Stability of U.S. Nuclear Power Plants  

continued  



 It was exciting to have nearly 1000 people attend the 8th 
annual Black Diamond Dinner, held on April 
16th at the Pepsi Cola Roadhouse, all support-
ing coal in Pennsylvania. The crowd was 
thrilled to have Sara Evans grace the stage and 
deliver flawless vocals on the heels of  her April 
3rd ACM Awards performance and first album 
released in almost six years.   
 Jim McCaffrey, CONSOL Energy Sales 
was emcee for the evening and he along with 
Charlie Riggs, SDI-MEC Construction-Coastal 
Drilling, were the event co-chairmen.  Both of 
the eveningôs speakers are strong advocates for 
coal in Pennsylvania and on a national level.  
First to speak was Steve Miller, President and 
CEO of the American Coalition for Clean Coal 
Electricity, who presented three nationally tele-
vised ñpro-coalò commercials and revealed 
plans to produce one for our area.  Next Con-
gressman Mark Critz a member of The Congres-
sional Coal Caucus, expressed the need for do-
mestic energy sources, especially coal and 
voiced his opposition to any EPA carbon regu-
lations . 
 This year, as always, our Signature 
Sponsors came thru in a big way, and greatly 
contributed to the success of the event.  The 

twenty two Signature Sponsors are as follows:  Alliance Coal 
LLC./Tunnel Ridge; Alpha Natural Resources; 
Amerikohl Mining Company;  BUCYRUS; Burns 
Drilling & Excavating; C&J Welding and Construc-
tion; CONSOL Energy, Inc.;  SDI-MEC Construc-
tion/Coastal Drilling;  18 Karat Inc.; Ener-
sys/Keystone Mountaineer Power Systems; Farn-
ham & Pfile;  Fenner Dunlop Conveyor Systems & 
Services; GMS Mine Repair & Maintenance, Inc.; 
Jennmar Corporation; Joy Mining Machinery Com-
pany; Kennametal, Inc.;  Lee Supply Company, 
Inc.; MEPCO LLC;  Pennsylvania Coal Association; 
Rosebud Mining Company;  Shaft Drillers;  Strata 
Mining Products; and Xcoal Energy & Resources.  
Thank you for your generosity and support!   
 Sincere gratitude goes out to all of our 
members companies who graciously reserved ta-
bles, sponsored prizes, and bought raffle tickets, 
once again, fully supporting the eveningôs festivities 
and making the dinner a ñstanding room onlyò 
event.  F.O.R.C.E. would also like to express our 
appreciation for the many volunteers whose hard 
work helped the night run smoothly and  made the 
occasion truly memorable.  The success of this 
event will allow F.O.R.C.E. to maintain and build 
on our public awareness campaign - Fighting for 
the Future of PA Coal. 
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Sara Evans Entertains the Crowds at the 2011 F.O.R.C.E. Black Diamond Dinner 
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ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ  ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛπ

ŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǾŜǎǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǝƻƴ ƻŦ  tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ Ŏƻŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘπ

ŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ 5ƛŀƳƻƴŘ 5ƛƴƴŜǊΦ  ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ άŬƎƘǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ t! ŎƻŀƭέΗ  ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ 

ǿƛƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 


